
© LexisNexis 2010

A new regulatory  
framework: can you  
afford not to understand  
the dramatic changes  
affecting the Bar?

It is a must-have requirement for any set of chambers. 
Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor, 2009“ ”

The BAR HANDBOOK

2010-11
Published in Association with the Bar Council 
and the Bar Standards Board

What’s new in the 2010-11 edition:
Code of Conduct 

Completely revised and updated.

New business arrangements following the Legal Services Act 2007

Guidance and related code changes explained, covering what barristers are now permitted to 

do following changes to permitted practice eg: (i) barristers working in partnerships (ii) barristers 

working as managers of Legal Disciplinary Practices (LDPs) regulated by the Solicitors Regulation 

Authority (iii) barristers working in self-employed and employed practice at the same time (iv) 

barristers’ holding shares in LDPs (v) barristers working in alternative business structures in  

the future.

Other novel business models

The ProcureCo model is a model procurement company for the Bar which gives increased flexibility 

in bidding for work in new and existing areas of practice and in areas facing increased competition. 

It has been produced by the Bar Council and is a model which acts as an agent to procure 

barristers in self-employed practice and as such provides another structure through which to 

acquire work alongside the new permitted regulated models under the Act.

Contractual terms of work

Update on model versions of the contract.

Other areas of liberalised practice

Explanation of other areas of the Code that have been relaxed permitting barristers for the first time 

to: (i) share premises (ii) attend police stations (iii) conduct correspondence with other parties (iv) 

investigate or collect evidence and take witness statements.

Extended public access scheme

The scheme whereby lay clients may instruct barristers direct has been reviewed and the scope of 

work now permissible under the scheme has been extended. New guidance (and code changes 

explained) is detailed in the Handbook.

Update on VAT position

As the rate of VAT has been reduced (Dec 2008) and increased (Jan 2010), the Handbook provides 

specific guidance for the Bar.

Pupillage File

New and revised version.
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Full contents list:
Foreword by the Chairman of the Bar Council for 

2010 and the Chair of the Bar Standards Board 2010

Part I 	� The Code Conduct of the Bar Council of 

England & Wales

Part II 	� Qualifying as a Barrister and Entering 

Practice 

Overall requirements 

Pupillage 

Continuing Professional Development 

Professional Indemnity Insurance 

Where can I get further support?

Part III 	� In Practice 

Accepting instructions 

Public Access and Licensed Access 

Getting paid? 

Guidance in practice (including the Practice 

Management Guidelines and Equality & 

Diversity Code)  

Revised Contractual Terms of Work (and 

related guidance) due to be implemented 

during the life-time of this volume. 

Comprehensive guidance relating to all 

dimensions of barristers’ practice

Part IV	� International Practice

Part V	 The Employed Bar

Part VI	 Sole practitioners

Part VII 	� Regulation and the Bar Standards Board 

Bar Standards Board 

The complaints procedure 

Quality Assurance and Chambers 

Monitoring 

The role of the Bar Council 

The Future (including: The Legal Services 

Act 2007, the Legal Services Board, the 

Office for Legal Complaints

Part VIII	 Taxation and Accounts

Part IX	 Taking silk and becoming a QC

Five easy ways to order:
You must quote DM10570 when you order

1.	� Post the enclosed order form to: Freepost Plus RRYK-GLRY-UYEA, 
Kate Nulty, Marketing Department, LexisNexis, London, WC2A 1EL

2.	 Call +44 (0)845 370 1234
3.	 Email orders@lexisnexis.co.uk
4.	 Fax +44 (0)20 7400 2570
5.	 Visit www.lexisnexis.co.uk/legal

Postage and packaging applies – for details please see the order form or call +44 (0)845 370 1234

Not sure these titles are exactly what you’re looking for?
The products in this leaflet can be returned for refund within 30 days according to  
the following conditions:

• All returns must be accompanied by the invoice and a valid authorisation code 
• No returns can be accepted 30 days following date of invoice 
• All goods must be returned in re-saleable condition



The Bar Handbook is written  
in a practical manner covering:
•	 The Bar’s Code of Conduct

•	 Advice and guidance in practice

•	 Understanding fee arrangements

•	 Getting paid and getting redress when not paid

•	 Tax and VAT liabilities

•	 Insurance

•	 Understanding the regulatory framework

•	 Relevant statutory and regulatory references

•	 Signposts to other specialist information sources

•	 Contextual commentary included

The current landscape for practising barristers is changing rapidly.  
All barristers, whether self-employed in chambers or employed in  
firms or companies, need to be aware of all the rules and regulations 

governing their practice to ensure compliance and  
maximise profitability.
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Company name ________________________________________
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*Address ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

*Postcode _____________________________________________

30 Day Money Back Guarantee
Products can be returned for refund within 30 days according to the following 
conditions:
•  �All returns must be accompanied by the invoice and a valid authorisation code
•  �No returns can be accepted after 30 days following date of invoice
•  �All goods returned must be in re-saleable condition
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The Bar Handbook 2010-11 may be updated by supplements between editions, when purchasing the main work customers will be automatically sent the updating supplement on publication. All 
orders placed with us are subject to our standard terms and conditions of trade, available on request and on the invoice. Our products are intended to be general reference guides to the law and 
cannot be substitutes for legal advice.
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1  Order Details

Product Details Unit Price Quantity ✔ Standing Order Total

The Bar Handbook 2010-11 
Product Code: BH    ISBN: 9781405748537

£74

P&P £5.45

Total amount due £

Please quote promotional code   DM10570

SAVE 5%   PAY £70.30
Tick the Standing Order box to receive future editions as soon as published

Please quote promotional code   DM10570

4  Order Authorisation

Signature  Print name  Date 

3  Your Payment Choice

• LexisNexis account no.    

• Credit card payment:    Mastercard       Amex       Visa     Exp. date __________________________________________________________

• Switch/Maestro/Delta   Start date   Exp.date  

Card no.  Issue no.

• Cheque payable to LexisNexis for £ VAT reg. no. 	
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What makes the new edition so important?
Barristers are now permitted to work in new business structures, with other lawyers and non-lawyers, 

for the first time. The Code of Conduct has changed as a consequence to facilitate the Legal Services Act 

liberating a barristers’ ability to practise.

The Bar Handbook is written by:
Nicholas Bacon QC

Barrister, 4 New Square. Member of the Bar Council 

Remuneration Committee, Bar Council Joint Tribunal, 

Bar Council CFA Committee, Appointed High Court 

Costs Assessor, Advocacy Trainer (Inner Temple). 

Nicholas specialises in costs and professional 

negligence within a general common law practice.

Simon Garrod

Deputy Director, Representation & Policy at the Bar 

Council and former Head of Professional Practice at 

the Bar Standards Board. Simon is heavily involved in 

addressing how the changing regulatory framework for 

the Bar affects the realities of practice for barristers, as 

well as developing advice and guidance in the context 

of the evolving nature of the provision of legal services.

£74
Product Code: BH

ISBN: 9781405748537
Publication Date: Sept 2010

Three more reasons to buy The Bar Handbook:
•	� Confidence—this is an authoritative text bringing together materials from both the representative and 

regulatory (BSB) functions of the Bar Council

•	� Relevance—content is completely up-to-date to ensure you are fully aware of the latest developments

•	� Reassurance—invaluable advice on professional conduct that is not available anywhere else in this 

handbook format


